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Biography 

 

Professor Jay T. Harris holds the Wallis Annenberg Chair in Journalism and Democracy at the University of 

Southern California.  He is also a fellow at the Annenberg Center for Communication, founder and director 

of the Center for the Study of Journalism and Democracy at USC, and the former Publisher of The San 

Jose Mercury News.  

 

His scholarly interests are centered on the role and effectiveness of the mainstream press in the U.S. as 

an institution of democracy and of journalism in the public interest as an instrument of self-government. 
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